Meeting Update!

The Holyoke Hospital meet
room is opened to us once &
Need directions?
hcra.org/meetiagation

From the editor's desk: May 2024
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Welcome New Membe
Mark Swartwolti X1K
Joseph McClean, W1R(

David Prova, KC10VR

rselse comes with spring? POTA/SOTA activations, and our guest speaker at the May
meeting brings itMindy, KM1NDYto discuss her portable ops!

At the next club meeting or activity, please welcome our newest meniark,
DQNX1K Joe, W1RQ(andDave, KC1OVRhe next time you see them. If you know
anyone interested in joining the HCRA, please give thintink
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Upcoming Club Meetings and Guest Speakers

’J-?)( The January guest speaker is Marvin Turner, WOMET, who will be falking
&}‘) L all about Winter Field Day. Marvin is the WFD president and also a prand
2 new resident of the WMA section of Massachusetts.

2024
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e 5
‘%EBRUARE Gary will be speaking about APRS, digital, anddapdecket. This is sure|to

be an extremely interesting presentation with so much to offer; don't miss it!
2024

—

The March guest speaker, Max Kendall, WOMXX will be discussing his recer
weather balloon projects, He will be giving us guidance and inspiratign so the
HCRA can launch our own soon. This great presentation should not he misse

The annual HCRA Show and Tell is back once again! Enter the projedts, Kits, |
Ubmh\ ] b[ émci Pj YéVi] héUbXeék] beéedf]n’
gi WWYggEe<Yhéh\cgYedfc”"YWhg&e _|] hg:¢e

In keeping with the portable operations from last May, our guest s
for May is Mindy, KM1NDY, in person! Mindy will be discussing evg
U "~ eUVci hé\YféuXjYbhifYge] beh\

Field Day preparations and more. Volunteers are needed to help the Field Da
lead team for 2024. June has elections as well, please consider running for a
Board of Directors position. HCRA is a far better club with YOU involved!

2024
€y l\'] géaYYh] b[ék] "~ éVvVYeéeU "~ éUVci hébG: 9
SeP-rem work which is a high speed data network built with Amateur Radio Opefators ar
2024 Emergency Communications Infrastructure in mind. Guest speaker TBA so0
6@T6§ER The October meeting will feature HCRA member Jeff Bail, NT1K, as this mont
guest speaker. Jeff will be talking about everything you always wanted to knov

2024 about 3D printing and Ham Radio. This meeting is not to be missed.
»_ GAD =8G6bPgeéeUbbi U éUi Wh]cbé]geVUW_¢él]Jlbed"
ﬁNoveMber (V8 Gear and Related Accessories Only! Absolutely NO computers, monjtors, or
2024 dUf hgEeéel \'Yé, *, -éUi Wh]cbeékUgelue\ i

The annual HCRA Holiday Party at The Steaming Tender Restaurant pn Dece
9th. Join us for a night of good food, good friends, and fun to be had by all
who attend. Watch for more details on when you can sign up!
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From the President.,S.whesk

May 2024

It is not too early to start planning for Field Day. This
year, the dates are June 228rd, Friday Sunday. The or-
ganizer is Josué, KP4JLD, with help from Alan, AB1XW.

They need your help!

Not only are volunteers needed to operate the radios, bu
help is needed with food, towing the trailer, setting up on
Friday afternoon, and tearing down on Sunday afternoo
Operators are needed too. Are you available? Contact Jq
KP4JLD, to sign up dipoacrata@gmail.com

Field Day is one of the most fun events of the year. Com{ S <
a few hours or the whole weekend. Volunteer, and have ' D\
great time!

Speaking of volunteers, your club needs yod'he HCRA
board is in need of a few new members. The following p¢
tions are open:

I Treasurer
9 Vice President

You can find a description of responsibility on thH€RA.orgwebsite.

Basically, you need to attend the monthly meetings, participate in activities, attend the monthly board of di-
rectors meetings via Zoom, and spend one to two
tion which makes it easy to complete and contribute. Will you volunteer?

With the bands being so active thesedays i t 6s really hard not to have
most days, even when | am working. | watch the spots looking for new DX or just tune around the bands an-
swering CQo6s or just |isten while | work.

| recently upgraded my mobile HF rig to a Yaesu8F9 1 . I'tos only been in for
tact on it was Slovenia on 20m SSB. Yesterday, while driving around between clients, | worked stations in
Mi chi gan and Al abama. These are QSO6s where we t

work HF while mobile.

Of course, there is portable too, which is also an extreme amount of fun. Taking a rig, antenna, battery, and
other stuff and sitting at a picnic table, climbing a mountain, finding a state park, or sitting on the beach can
al | be extremely satisfying. You dondét need fanc
QRP portable rigs under $150 that perform extremely well.

May has turned into POTA/SOTA/portable operations monthfor the HCRA. Last year, we had a show
and tell of sorts of portable gear. This year, we have a very special guest speaker coming in from Boston.
Mindy, KM1NDY, will be joining us; she will be speaking about her adventures with SOTA and POTA.
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From the President.,S.whesk

Mindy is a fairly new ham and lives in Boston, where setting up a ham station is a major challenge. She
has become a very active portable OP and has lots of stories about her adventures. She has a blog where y
can follow her activitieshttps://km1ndy.com

The May meeting is oRriday, May 3rd. Doors open at:00 pm, and themeeting begins at 7:30 pmCof-
fee and donuts are provided by Smitty, KC1IKA. Make sure to tell him thanks for volunteering.

| t3s not too early to start thinki.lgsuaedtobecalladt t en
Boxboro. The convention had to leave Boxboro as the rental prices were becoming much too expensive for
the condition of the hotel, which needed many repairs. So a few years ago, a new location was found in Mar
borough, MA.

PostCOVID, there have been many challenges to making the HamXpo as good as Boxborough once was.
This year, there are committees working to make everything much better than past years, with more vendor:
great forums, a better flea market, fantastic banquet speakers, and great door prizes.

This year's theme at the HamXposition is POTA. There are many talks already scheduled, and most of the
door prizes are POT#hemed. POTA is the buzz word.

One of the challenges to making the HamXpo better and bringing in bigger vendors is increasing attendance
This is where you come in. We need you to attend. More attendance will mean the larger vendors will want t
attend. Your attendance this year will h¥lgesu Icom, Kenwood, Flex, andElecraft in deciding to attend

next year's HamExpo. (Elecraft is coming this year).

There is also an influx of new vendors attending this year. A number of them are POTA/SOTA/portable
related. You need to attend and check them out. You will be pleased to find out about some cool new stuff
and maybe find new things to buy.

Learn more at https://hamxposition.orqg/

| will be attending from Thursday night through Sunday afternoon. | found spending one day was OK, but
spending the full weekend was so much more fun these past two years that | will be there for the whole con-
vention this year. It is great fun, and | urge you to attend!

| hope to hear you on the New England QSO Party (NEQP) the first weekend in May. This is when the rest c
the world wants to talk to New England. You are in demand. Get on the air! More information is available in
this issue of Zero Beat on page 9. Check it out today, and plan accordingly!

73,

Larry, W1AST
HCRA President
hamop.W1AST@gmail.com
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Wanted, Volunteers
CanYOU Help make this Field Day a Success?

WANTED

Field Day begins on Saturday, June 22nd, at 1800 UTC (2pm local) and ends on Sunday,
June 23rd, at 2059 UTC (2pm local). Setup begins on Friday, 21st, at 1pm local. With
tower/antenna setp and to get everything ready, plus someone to take care of ordering all
food and drink, cooking everything, as well as handling publicity! The 2024 Field Day Chair-
man is Josué, KP4JLD, with help from Alan, AB1XW.

Josu® has many great ideas thatodll make this
ONLY way this can happen is if he gets enough club members to volunteer to help with
setup, teardown, and everything in between!

9 Setup begins Friday, June 21st, at 1 prfii Food & drinks to be purchased before

91 Someone to tow the club trailer to the Fp Si&up operating tents, HCRA banner & canopy

9 Erect portable towers and/or antennas §| Burger picnic with side dishes for pot luck

91 Camp in the park on both nights 91 When operating ends on Sunday tear down starts
91 Someone to purchase & cook food 9 Breakfast consists of bagels or donuts

91 Someone to handle publicity & press §| Much more to come but volunteers are needed!

91 Field Day runs 24hrs beginning at 180JJuS® meone who wi | | |l oan the
Saturday through 2059 UTC Sunday erators

The FD site is located at School Street Park, 511 School Street, Agawam, MA, 01001
Find out what you can do to make this Field Day a success

For more information or to volunteer contact Josué, KP4tlpDatrata@agmail.com

Our 76th Year as a ARRL Affiliated Club
Clublog Video How -to

Some members might not know what Clublog is or what it can Y
for you. If you missed it, this is your chance to watch it agair

Watch this video, and you o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qi2IKcQRNbE&t=299s
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Western MA Skywarn

Learn More about Skywarn Activations by Smitty, KC1IKA

One of the first things | u
we are taught when we
join a group, such as - A T '
ARES, RACES, or CERT - Southern N gland Amateur Radio
is to never selfictivate. Atic r Service, Boston/Norton,
The only exception to thi o
is Skywarn. We had a weather event on April 1, 2023, that caused us to do just that. There was a line of se-
vere thunderstorms heading this way from Pennsylvania and New York. Albany, NY's National Weather Ser
vice (NWS) issued a warning for the Berkshires, but there was nothing from the Boston NWS except an ad-
visory. The senior members of Skywarn were in discussions all day looking atcasesscenarios for our
area, and they ranged from just a thunderstorm to possible large hail and tornadoes.

The biggest factor was when the cold front would come through our area, before or after the sun started to ¢
down, and the heating that would fuel the worst weather would fade. When the storms came through, we he
widespread and almost continuous lightning with hail up to about a half inch. This was not enough for a se-
vere weather warning, but enough for Skywarn in this area to activate and start collecting data from the fielc
The field being ham radio operators all around this area. We did get enough information to determine the
storms were relatively intense, and we did have
NWS has been caught with surprise intensification of storms, and the only additional data they had was fron
our Skywarn Spotters. The NWS has issued severe warnings due to information only we can provide by ob-
serving and reporting local conditions.

The trick is knowing when to sedictivate and when to just monitor the repeaters. When there is the possibil-
ity of severe weather in this area, | am in constant contact with the leaders of Skywarn, Rob Macedo,
KD1CY, being at the top of the list. Being a Skywarn Net Coordinator, | follow an invitatigpnSkywarn

chat group that discusses the possibilities and probabilities of what is in store for us. They interface with the
NWS and other agencies that Skywarn serves to get additional information and early discussions of impend
ing watches or warnings. Sometimes they determine we shoulalctigtite to provide that extra level of in-
formation to the NWS. If it is a longer event or at a time when I'm at work, | contact Ez, W1AEZ, Bob,
K1YO, and Rich, KC1AEO, for availability and set up a schedule for the four of us.

As a Skywarn member, you can stay aware of the weather through normal weather channels as well as the
emails and social media posts Rob Macedo puts out. If it looks like there may badiigation, you should

stay aware of the weather conditions as they are happening. If it looks like the weather conditions are deteri
rating to possible Skywarn criteria, you should monitor the Mt. Tom repeater, 146.940 (or whichever re-
peater you normally check into for Skywarn nets)
just called out about every 10 to 15 minutes for anyone with reports.

We did receive a few, but we can al ways use mor €
out O0ls there a Skywarn Net Control on frequency
peater, we will try to answer your call and take your report.
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Western MA Skywarn Cont 6d

Learn More about Skywarn Activations by Smitty, KC1IKA

The one thing that is most important is to stay safe. If there is lightning close by and you have an outside
antenna, shut down your station and disconnect your antenna feed. | am fortunate to have antennas in my
attic due to rental restrictions and can stay on the air through just about anything. Also, you and your family
come first, no matter which group you are a member of. There were a high number of tornados in 2023. We
occasionally have them here. If there is severe weather with high wind damage or tornadic activity, your
number one job is to make sure you and your family are safe. After that, the safe collection and forwarding
of information are a big help. If the repeaters are down, you can always use the email information on the
back of your Skywarn member card to post information.

SKYWARN Weathel

Skywarn Training %5)(_)‘¢(f L|<]\\OQ

2024

The choices for
training are slim this
year due to budgets
and personnel avail-
ability. These are the
classes and locations
that are available so
far. Al Giguere Jr.,
KB1VNH, is attempt-
ing to get a class set Y pegister at i
locally in Westfield. weather.gov/box/skywarn ol

SCAN ME

%
Marshfield, MA - Marshfeld Maritme/Marbormaster

NATIONAL WEATHER SEAVCE
) NATONAWIATURSUANCE - corsron BOSTON, MA
|

Skywarn: What, When, and How to Report
After you take and pass your Skywarn class, how do you report severe weather?

The first thing you need to remember from the class are the two words: reportable criteria. Most of the time
on Skywarn Nets, we are |l ooking for reportabl e ¢
able criteria, you can check the back of your Skywarn I.D. card, as shown here.

Sometimes we are just looking for specific information on the nets. Listen to what the net control station is
requesting and respond accordingly.

If you need to make a report and there is no one running a net, you can call the number listed on your card
report in with your call sign, name, spotter ID, and your report. Be sure it is something listed on the back of
the card. (see image on the next page)

Sometimes we get reports that it is raining hard and there is a lot of thunder and lightningNTiiges
portable criteria and can tie up a repeater or phone number, preventing someone else from reporting the ay
propriate criteria.
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Western MA Skywarn Cont od

Learn More about Skywarn Activations by Smitty, KC1IKA

Typically, if there is pending severe weather in the forecast, | am monitoring a special Skywarn chat
group well before the weather arrives. The members of the group have decades of experience dealing with
severe weather and access to resources that they
checking days in advance. | monitor the conversg
tions in the group and sometimes will contact my
Skywarn net control stations to see who may be
available for nets. By doing this before the group
ready to request coverage on the repeaters, | car
spond immediately to their request. There have b| WEATHER.GOV= - National Weather Service

Call 1-800-330-1147

Spotter I.D.

SKYW A"N Report What, Where, and When

. 46 Commerce Way
quite a few storms lately that could develop or fag Norton MA 02766
out, and someti mes we bef
/Sy /| 1% 2 3

they get here. The group | listen to has direct con = o | | |
with the Boston NWS and considers the advisorigs; ‘

watches, and warnings from the NWS before reqliestoP0tter €ard, Front: Phone & spotters numbers

ing Skywarn to activate and get on the air. Well, most of the time. As we all know, weather forecasting is
not an exact science, so sometimes we activate before a watch or warning is issued. If we get enough repc
from the field, we can provide the final informatior

the NWS needs to put out a watch or warning. | Please Report these conditions: :
» Tornadoes / Funnel Clouds (be wary of look-alikes)

; SN ; ; = Wall Clouds, especially if they are rotating
As ment|on_ed at the beginning of this article, SKy{ | /e i (BE SPECIFIC on size/diameter) (Severe =1+
war n I S one of t he f e w|] « Winds40 mph or greater  (Severe = S8+ mph)
to selfactivate. There have been many times | hal * Da_mnging w:inds; Trccs/Pow‘cr Lines down | Damage to Buildings
. ) ! ! .| * Rainfall ... 1" per hour; 2+" storm total

been at home, enjoying dinner with my wife, whild « ANY Flooding (Streams/Rivers, Coastal), 6+ deep on streets
monitoring the chat group, and I just know they af ® Winter Weather Extras 4

. . . # First 2" of snow: Every 2": 1+"hour; ALL Final Snow Totals
going to text me: Smitty, can you get on the 94 arf & 13 +" of radial ice aceretion
call out for reports? At that point, | can be on the @ Precipitation type change (rain to ice to snow)
in about a minute and start requesting criteria rep Any “Thunder-Snow #® Any Snow Squalls
on 146.940. I f you ar el SpbtthrTard BackeHdW th repoi Qiteria BropBly t
to get ready.

(@}
(72}

You dono6t have to be an official Skywarn Spotte
are looking for when we request Reportable Criteria. As soon as the net is over, the other net controls and
type up a report and send it to the chat group so they can relay a summary to the Boston NWS office. The
biggest thing is to listen to what the net control station is asking for and what order we are filling out a log
sheet, and try not to give a lot of extra information. If there is a severe thunderstorm and we are asking for
hail reports, we dondét need to know the temper a
formation just ties up the net and delays us getting the report typed and sent in. If we ask for hail reports
andyou have wind 40 mph or greater with trees down, a suspected wall cloud, or a tornado, that would be
good to include in your report as itoés reportahb
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Western MA Skywarn Cont od

Learn More about Skywarn Activations by Smitty, KC1IKA

If you would like more information, go to the web-
site: https://wx1box.organd see when there are clasg
as well as links to other information such as more de
on reportable criteria, forecasts, and the official Bost
Skywarn pagehttps://www.weather.gov/box/skywarn

Thanks to all who signed up for Skywarn and to eve
ryone who calls in reports to our nets.

According to multiple sources, this year could be a
0 s u-pharged hurricane season."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IM4hZ6F|2bad
0t he hurricane season f

oki

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/
nation/2024/03/04/hurricarseasor?024forecast
looks-grim-asla-nia-chancesyrow/72751158007/

L astly, thank you to all the amateur radio operators who have signed up for EmComm memberships. It
doesndét matter i f you are CERT, MRC, Skywarn, A

73,

Smitty, KC1IKA
WMA ARES NCS, Skywarn net coordinator for the 146.940 (443.200) repeater

OFFICIAL

SKYWARN

SKYWARN  Storm Spotter

0’ A US National Weather Service and Amateur Radio Volunteer Program
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JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL NORTHEAST

HamXposition

and ARRL New England Division Convention

AUGUST 23 TO 25, 2024
THE LARGEST HAM CONVENTION
IN THE EASTERN CORRIDOR

NEW & IMPROVED

Y

- VENDOR HALL

ENHANCED FLEA MARKET

LARGE SELECTION OF FORUMS
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The Venerable BC -348 Recelver

By Dave KN4LEL

This story starts out way back in January of 1971, when | wasyadebld Novice ticket holder and a

member of a new local amateur radio club in Cleveland, Ohio. At the monthly club meeting, there were dis-
cussions taking place_~hr~mt # b~ ~l b A~ nlnemag(
June Field Day event. The conclusion reachec | ppoto 1 —
these discussions was that the club's treasury @
in a poor state. It was decided that a fuaiding
event was needed. Chgdponsored Friday night
radio auctions were very popular at the time, <
the consensus was that such an event should
held. The clubo6s ot al
was to be 10% on any item sold. This was an ¢
cellent way to raise funds without a lot of effor
Soon, handbills advertising the auction were
placed in the local radio shops, and the result
that many sellers and buyers became interested in the event!

One of the members of this cWWhhHamd&adioaperatdr.®lede- Ti m
cided that, due to his advanced age, it was probably a good time to divest himself of some of the gear and
parts he had accumulated over the years. He donated these items to the club for sale at the auction. This v
a huge gift to the club, which would really help the club's finances. Since | had the use of my father's pickuy
truck, | volunteered to transport all of the donated gear and supplies to a storage area the club had prior to
the auction. My neighborhood friend, Don WB8APJ, who was also my age, volunteered to assist me in col-
lecting the donation. When we got to the old timer's house, we were amazed at the vast number of things

being donated. It must have taken decades to accumulate all the items that were being gifted to the club.

In the pile, Don spotted a piece of gear he always wanted. He made such a big deal about seeing this item
that the old timer just gave it to him outright. As we continued to load the gear and parts, | noticed a really
nice BG348 receiver and asked if it still worked. The old fellow said it worked quite well.

| had always wanted one of these receivers, as it really was a standby standard in many of the Ham shack:
those days. The typical cost was kind of high for aydarold in 1971, as B&48's were selling for more
than $75.00 (that is about $575 today). | thoug
was just given to him?da It worked for Don, so i
-348, and sure enough, the old gentleman gave it to me. Now, | recall those days when | was young and hc
freely the older Hams gave the younger ones what they could to help them advance in the hobby. It was
truly a wonderful thing. They felt they had to pass the torch on to the next generation of Hams.

When | got the receiver home, | s o e3d8wae ladallyene d w
joyed exploring the capability of this receiver as it covered the frequency range of 1.5 to 18 MHz, which
enabled me to listen to signals on the, 20, 80, and 166meter Ham bands. This receiver was very selec-
tive and had some very nice features for a Wiiwdinufactured radio.

Continued on page 12
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The Venerable BC -348 Recelver Cont 6d

By Dave KN4LEL and BilLb W1FMX

The biggest feature that was ahead of its time was its Automatic Volume Control (AVC), which was first
developed in the 1930s. By using a switch on the front panel, you could go from manual volume control
(MVC) to AVC. Also, there are variable dial lights with a control to make the dial lights brighter or weaker.
The CW pitch control located on the front panel is another great feature: by turning a knob, you could
change the pitch on a CW signal, which also worked great when tuning in SSB signals. The rotary mechani
cal band switching is a marvel, with tons of band space dividing the frequency range the receiver covers in
6 or 7 band segments, depending on the model of the receiver. The design of the dial is made for easy, fine
tuning.

| used this set for a couple of years and was approached by a lgededd kid in my neighborhood who
showed an interest in Ham radio and wanted to get a Novice ticket. | decided to loan him3#§ BC

pigue his interest. My idea worked well, and he called me many times to ask questions about the hobby an
to tell me how much he enjoyed using that-B4B. In the process of moving from my folks place, | left him
with the BG348 with the promise that when | wanted it back, he would return it. In the next couple of years,
| kind of forgot aboutthe B@ 48 and then eventually | earned tha
them, went my BE3 4 8 . I was wupset at the time at | osing I

There is more to this story and my love affair with the {8 receiver, but | would like to share some other
details | found out about this receiver when | did some research for this article. T3#8B@s an 8ube
singleconversion superheterodyne receiver weighing 35 pounds that was designed to take a lot of punish-
ment during wartime use. The manufacture of this receiver took place between 1938 and 1945 and was us
on the ground, in bombers and transport aircraft, including #hé,&17, B-24, B-25, and B29 bombers.

The BG348 installed in the 29 bomber was paired with the Collins ARB transmitter. Finding this out,

| had to think there must have been a lot of space in the radio section c2¥&8&h the BE348 and the
ART-13 would take up a lot of space. The-B&8 covered a frequency range of 1.5 to 18 MHz, and the last
models manufactured covered an additional frequency range of 200 to 500 KHz. The 1943 cost of one of
these units was $368.00, which was a huge sum of money in those days. The total production of this mode
was around 100,000 units. Wells Garner and Belmont Radio manufactured 80% of348 B(lios, while

RCA and Stromberg Carlson manufactured the remaining 20%.

The Russians acquired some of the B8 radios through the lefldase act, as some of thed€ transport

aircraft and Catalina Flying Boats we supplied them were equipped with #3d&8 his is where things

get kind of interesting because, when the war ended and the Cold War started, the Russians could no long
get any additional B€48 receivers. So, they decided to reverse engineer ti8B@nd make their own

clone of this model. They manufactured an almost exact duplicate, calling it tBe &f@S9 in English.

The US9 was manufactured at two plants inside Russia: the Vefron Works and the Frunze Radio Works.
The Russians must really have liked this receiver, as they manufactured 50,000 of these units' starting in
1948 and ceasing production in 1987.
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The Venerable BC -348 Recelver Cont 6d

By Dave KN4LEL and BilLb W1FMX

The original BG348 had a dynamotor built inside the unit to convert the power needed to huifaier
models of the UD), the Russians did this with the installation of a sslate power inverter. The U.S. mili-
tary finally phased out using the BZ28 receiver in their older aircraft in 1974. A lot of 8@8's hit the

surplus market in the U.S.
at that time.

| never forgot the fun | hao
using this old WW I re-
ceiver. It was truly a radio
that was ahead of its time
and had features that wou
still equal some of today's |
modern receivers. When | &=
got a new ticket in 2018 :
(after being QRT for 44
years), | decided to get a
BC-348 for the new shack
was assembling. This des
proved not to be so easy t
fulfill. Russian US-9 (Image Credit: By BrokenSphere / Wikimages)

Yes, there were still a lot of B@48 receivers that could be found, but all the units | saw were in question-
able condition.At most of the large Hamfests, you could find a half dozen or mor848Jeceivers, and

eBay had many B@48's listed every day, but no one seemed to have a working unit at a reasonable price.
The BG348 prices ranged from $100.00 to $500.00 for-working units, while some of the restored

working models were selling for $1500.00 to $2000.00 plus shipping. | thought it was a great receiver, but |
was not going to purchase one at those prices.

| spent several years searching for a reasonably priceB¥BGhat was in good working condition. In Octo-
ber 2023, the day finally came when | spotted a38 receiver that was listed on eBay for a starting bid of
$140.00. It was listed as working well, with many internal upgrades added, such as the installation of an 8
ohm audio transformer (so thab8m speakers or headsets could be used with it). In addition, the set had
been gone through, and all enfttolerance components, such as resistors, were replaced. Also replaced
were the electrolytic capacitors that were in the power supply that an earlier owner had built and installed
inside the receiver.

It was common practice for Hams to remove the dynamotor installed when this unit was manufactured, anc
there was enough room inside the receiver when this was done to install a small power supply to run this
unit on 116volt AC household current. | looked at this listing and decided to throw in the minimum bid
amount of $140.00. At the time, it seemed to me that | would have no chance of winning this bid. | thought,
0Thi s r e38wllmgefor alBt@ore money."
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The Venerable BC -348 Receliver Cont 6d

By Dave KN4LEL

The cost of parts and labor to get this unit working was far more than the minimum bid price. | forgot
about my bid, having assumed that | was not going to win anyway. To my surprise, three days after the bid-
ding closed, | got a message from eBay stating the owner wanted to be paid for thisit&mally won the
bid.

When the receiver arrived, | was surprised to find out that the unit | had purchased was manufactured by
Wells Garner, and it
was a BC348Q
model. This was the
identical unit | was
given by that old time
years earlier and had
lost decades ago! To
day, | use this B€348
receiver often to liste
to weather reports, as
well as CHU Canada
and WWV to check
time and adjust my
station clocks. | also
use it to listen to som
shortwave broadcast
ing and still enjoy us-

ing this old veteran
receiver as much as | did over 50 years ago!

21 Credits:

Photo One
BC-348 by LuckyLouie / Wikimages

{ Photo Two
Russian U by BrokenSphere /Wikimages

Photo Three
BC-348Q Showing Dynamotor in Top Left Corner
by wbjgv.com

Photo Four
Dav e 68@by Dave, KNALEL
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New England QSO Party 2024

20 Hours, 68 Counties, the Chase is on!

May 4-5, 2024

20007 Saturday until 0500Z Sunday
(4pm EDT Saturday until 1am EDT Sunday)

13007 Sunday until 24007 Sunday
(9am EDT Sunday until 8pm EDT Sunday)

T he New England QSO Party on May 4th and 5tlis a great time to check out antenna systems and of-
fers a moderately paced opportunity to work new states and countries. You'll find a wide variety of partici-
pants, from newcomers to experienced contesters, all interested in making QSOs with New England station

Our goal is to get every one of the 68 counties in New England on the,aip we hope you will en-
courage your friends to join in the fun! Even if you can only join us for a couple of hours, we'd appreciate
it! Will you be QRV? Let us know with a messagénto@neqgp.org

The New England QSO Party is 20 hours long overalin two sections, with a civilized break for sleep
on Saturday night. It runs from 4 pm Saturday until 1 am Sunday, then from 9 am Sunday until 8 pm on Sur
day. Operate on CW, SSB, and/or digital modes eA@R0-15-10 meters. For each QSO, you'll give your
callsign, a signal report, and your state or county. Top scorers can earn a plaque, and everyone who sends
a log with at least 25 QSOs will be sent a certificate. The goal is to work stations anywhere in the world, anc
their goal is to work New England stations, so you'll be very popular!

Last year, we received logs from 784 stations from around the country and the world.
There were 808 stations from New England on the air!

The full rules are herduttp://neqgp.org/rules/

The2024 NEQPwill take place orMay 4th & 5th, 2024. Please get on the air and make some QSOs,
even if you don't want to send in a log!

Thanks!

73, Tom- K1KI
https://neqp.org/
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Nuts and Volts

ARRL & HCRA News, Odds & Ends, Plus Other News Worthy Items!

HCRA Field Day 2024 Chairman

Josué, KP4JLD, has volunteered to be the 2024 Field Day chairman, along with Alan, AB1XW, who will
be guiding Josué along the way. Their goal is to put on the best Field Day possible, but this can only be ac-
complished one way: the clubs membership must fully get behind Josué and Alan by volunteering ¢ither all
or part of the weekend of June 223rd. Help is needed for all aspects of this Field Day. We need m¢m-
bers to set up, tear down, operate, purchase, and cook the food and drink, plus everything in betwgen!
Can you help your club? To learn more contact Josué, KP4JLD, dipoacrata@gmail.com

Visiting W1AW

WI1AW is open to visitors from 8 am to 5 pm Eastern time, Monday through Friday, except holidalys.
Amateur radio operators may operate the station from 10 am to 3:45 pm Monday through Friday.
Be sure to bring your current amateur radio license or a photocopy.

ARRL Headquarters and W1AW are closed on New Year's Day, Presidents' Day, Memorial Day, Independ-
ence Day, Labor Day, Veterans Day (when it falls on a weekday), Thanksgiving and the following Hriday,
and Christmas Day. For any additional questions please contact Jon Faasen, AA1EX-@887

NY Hams Provide Pumpkin Patrol

The Fort Herkimer Amateur Radio Association (FHARA), in cooperation with the New York State Polige
completed a twanight operation on October 30 and 31, 2023, to provide visual observations of overpassgs on the
New York State Thruway within Herkimer County. In the past, objects have been thrown off the overpagses ontc
unexpecting vehicles. For many years, CB radio operators became the eyes of the NYSP. In 2023, FHARA
staffed 14 locations and set up our disaster action response trailer at the Indian Castle Travel Plaza. W¢ also in-
formed them that there was a large group of ham operators watching out for them across the state. Thahkfully,
there were no reported incidents.

Start Your Field Day Planning

The 2024 ARRL Field Day is June 22 and 23 and is always one of the biggest operating events df the
year. Many clubs across the country say that Field Day is their most popular event for a variety reagons.
Some clubs treat it as a contest (even though no one wins Field Day). It is a great chance to see wiat con-
testing is like with much less pressure. Some clubs make it a training event for emergency operatiops by se
ting up in a different location and trying to communicate with antennas using power that is temporaty.
The best thing you can do is to volunteer for your clubs Field Day!

Western Massachusetts Section News: https://wma.arrl.org

ARRL New England Division: https://nediv.arrl.org

ARRL Western Massachusetts Section Manager - Raymond P. Lajoie, AALSE - aalse@arrl.org

To learn more about an ARRL membership, and how it can help you - http://www.arrl.org/membership
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Wanted -Two BOD Positions Filled

Two Board of Directors Positions Need to be Filled

WANTED

The HCRA needs a few members to volunteer and become a major part of your club's fu-
ture. Take an active part in the future of your club by filling a seat on the Board of Directors.
The positions below need to be filled by the next physical year.

Everyone has good ideas, and those ideas can benefit your club. Your club needs your help.
Volunteer and try it. You might be surprised by how much you enjoy being on the board.

If you have questions about what each position involves please visit the following link to
the HCRA bylaws at:https://hcra.org/byaws/

The following Board of Directors positions need to be filled:

1 Vice President

1 Treasurer

If you would like more information or if you would like to take a position
on the board please contact Larry, W1AST ahamop.wlast@gmail.com

You know what they say... April snow,
earthquake, and eclipse bring May
flowers.
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Annual HCRA Show and Tell

The April Meeting was a Fantastic Time For Everyone!

The annual HCRA Show & Tell was held at the Ap!
prise that many of the projects being shown were geared towards portable operations. This years Show &
Tell was one of the clubs most popular events. Check out the photos on the following pages.

Smitty, KC1IKA, had another one of his fantastic
builds that he does most every year!

He had a great build as he does most every
year. Youbdbve got | ots [goin

Bob has a case full of electronic tools he needs
to hunt down RFI

Bob, K1YO is the WMA lead on the RFI interference
team. For info contact: klyo@arrl.net or see page X
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